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Many of our members are getting in touch for assistance to plan
a staycation when the UK government advises it is safe to travel,
and we’ve seen a high demand for coastal and countryside
retreats within easy reach of London. From beautiful converted
farmhouses in the rolling meadows of Oxfordshire to seaside
boltholes skirting the Sussex shoreline, we highlight five regions
that are only a short hop from the capital.
Whether you’re looking for a cosy boutique hotel with sea views,
a self-catered cottage for two tucked away in a scenic valley
or a massive historic manor for a family getaway, let us know
your preferences and we’ll help you find accommodation that
perfectly suits your needs. We have negotiated special rates and
exclusive benefits at a range of hotels across the country, and
can help you find flexible booking policies and organise grocery
deliveries for any self-catered properties. We can also offer great
rates on car hire, help you plan day trips, and assist with any
aspect of your holiday.
Read on to soak up inspiration for your perfect staycation
south-east. This guide offers a small selection of our members’
favourite spots, so for any further suggestions, do not hesitate to
get in touch with the team.
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OXFORDSHIRE

Known for its rolling meadows, majestic estates and skyline punctured
by spires and domes, Oxfordshire’s idyllic setting has provided a
cinematic backdrop for a range of British films, from Downton Abbey
to the Harry Potter franchise. Converted farmhouses nestled in the
countryside and honey-coloured houses tucked away in chocolate box
villages provide the perfect staycation escape. Head for the region’s
capital, Oxford, to immerse yourself in 900 years of academic history,
punt along Henley-on-Thames’ waters, and pay Banbury’s Broughton
Castle a visit for a stroll through its lush gardens.
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Best for families: Atticus
Sleeps: up to eight guests
Part of a row of honey-coloured houses, this Grade
II-listed escape previously served as a prison and
courthouse before being transformed into a luxury
cottage. Boasting many of its original features
including the striking old courtroom, the house
sits at the top of Burford’s famous high street,
which offers antique boutiques, cosy tearooms and
beautiful historic townhouses. The private terraced
garden comes with a fire pit and babbling fountain,
perfect for al fresco dining on summer evenings.

Best for couples: Cotteswere
Sleeps: up to two guests
This gorgeous barn conversion can be found in the
tiny village of Barford St John, hidden away in the
peaceful Swere Valley, of which this 18th-century
luxe cottage flaunts striking views. Its opulent
interior is kitted out with darling window seats,
flamboyant furnishings and contemporary artworks,
and there are plenty of charming villages nearby to
explore.

Best for the food and drink: Belmond Le Manoir aux
Quat’Saisons
This 15th-century, ivy-clad manor is best known
for housing the only British restaurant to have held
two Michelin stars for three decades, headed up by
French chef Raymond Blanc. And that’s just the tip
of the iceberg. Sitting on the edge of Great Milton,
the property is skirted by manicured lawns, glittering
ponds and Japanese gardens, overlooked by lavish
rooms with unique interiors that take inspiration
from Blanc’s global travels.
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HERTFORDSHIRE

Rambling country estates, historic cathedrals and vast wildlife parks are
just a few of the attractions that make Hertfordshire a fantastic option
for a staycation. Located on the outskirts of London, the county is home
to bustling towns, including quaint St. Albans, which houses a majestic
cathedral and ancient Roman theatre. Picture-perfect villages dot the
region too, like beautiful Aldbury, which sits at the bottom of a valley
in the heart of the 5,000-acre Ashridge Estate, making the destination
popular with ramblers and horse riders. Gorgeous Grade II-listed manors
rising from forest glades offer the perfect retreat for a luxury country
stay.
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Best for families: Kingsbridge House
Sleeps: up to 18 guests
Located on the sprawling grounds of Tewin Bury
Farm, this rural retreat comes with its own pond,
rippling river and luxe sauna. A whopping nine
bedrooms and bathrooms make up this ultramodern sanctuary, framed by the verdant Mimram
Valley whose meandering paths will lead you to
Welwyn where you’ll find several quaint shops,
restaurants and pubs.

Best for couples: French Horn Cottage
Sleeps: up to three guests
Situated yards away from the high street of the
market town of Ware, this Grade II-listed home is
ideal for a romantic stopover. Hertfordshire’s vibrant
countryside is within easy reach for a peaceful
jaunt, and the house’s intimate and modern interior
provides plenty of comfort to unwind after a day
exploring the Hertfordshire fields.

Best for pets: Danes
Sleeps: up to 16 guests
Occasionally used as a backdrop in movie
productions, much care has been taken to preserve
this palatial Georgian house’s original period features,
outfitted with high-end antiques and modern
tweaks. Besides its own gym, the 16 acres of lush
grounds and gardens are home to a large swimming
pool, koi pond and lake, with the beautiful village of
Little Berkhamsted right outside your door.

To travel is to live.
Hans Christian Anderson
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KENT

Offering miles of golden sandy beaches and sylvan countryside, you’ll
get the best of both worlds when visiting the Garden of England. Coastal
cottages dot the shoreline, perfect to bask in a sunset glow from your
seaside terrace. Traditional oast houses are unique to the region and
many have been converted into luxury rural retreats, tucked away among
rolling landscapes. Kent is a county packed with history, and you can
stroll through Canterbury’s cobbled streets to its majestic cathedral,
or marvel at England’s biggest castle in Dover. The local food scene
is booming, with a range of Michelin-starred spots serving the finest
produce and the fresh catch of the day.
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Best for families: The Restoratory
Sleeps: up to four guests
Set within the estate of Sandwich Bay, this striking
Tudor-style coastal cottage sits on five miles of
private beachfront and you’ll have the place all to
yourself. The art deco-inspired retreat comes with
a large children’s playroom, a pretty English country
garden and the beach on your doorstep. You can try
your hand at shrimping – the area is known for it –
or travel up to nearby Whitstable where you’ll find a
range of renowned seafood restaurants.

Best for couples: Romany
Sleeps: up to two guests
Tucked away behind a green meadow, this remote
back-to-nature cottage exudes a bohemian vibe,
with beautiful vintage fabrics and eclectic touches,
including a vintage claw-foot bath and striking
chandeliers. A hot tub can be found in the fragrant
flower and herb garden, perfect for a soak under
the stars, and Romney Marsh’s glittering creeks and
Winchelsea’s beautiful beaches are a short trek away.

Best for sea views: The Beach Sun Retreat
Sleeps: up to 15 guests
This newly refurbished former hotel offers you an
exotic escape without having to leave the country.
Expect a jacuzzi bath, cinema and sunlight room
plus a Saint Tropez-inspired living area with beach
bar and full DJ set-up. The unique bedrooms boast
surfer and Venetian themes, and in addition, you’ll
have direct access to the sandy beach on your
doorstep with sweeping sea vistas included.
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SUSSEX

Dramatic stretches of beach and acres of lush countryside make up this
colourful region, with fairy tale-like castles, stately manors and beautiful
wild gardens adding a picturesque touch. Said to be the sunniest spots
in Britain, the seaside towns of Bognor Regis and Eastbourne are where
you’ll want to catch some rays and while there explore the striking
Victorian piers perched above the deep blue waters. History buffs can
stroll across iconic battlefields in Hastings and clamber up the timeworn battlements of Arundel Castle, plus there are plenty of ancient
forests to get lost in.
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Best for families: Seaside Retreat
Sleeps: up to 12 guests
Located right on Bognor Regis’ seafront, every
morning should start on the balcony of this coastal
retreat, soaking up the sea views. Vibrant coloured
furnishings give the house a playful edge and a short
stroll along the promenade will take you to quirky
little shops and outstanding seafood outposts.
Goodwood and its year-round festivities are within
easy reach, and paddleboards, kayaking lessons
and river trips will keep the little ones endlessly
entertained.

Best for couples: Little Bear
Sleeps: up to two guests
Located in the heart of bluebell-covered meadows,
this bucolic cabin is the perfect spot to reconnect
with nature. There are no digital distractions here
– wi-fi and a television are out of the question –
but instead you’ll find a wood-fired hot tub and a
luxurious haven, furnished with comfy chairs and
rustic furnishings, surrounded by ancient woodland.

Best for the great outdoors: The Gallivant
Five minutes from the medieval town of Rye, this
former 1960s hotel takes inspiration from the
Hamptons, a US coastal retreat for the rich and
famous. Surrounded by the dunes of Camber Sands,
the rooms are light and breezy, featuring coastal chic
decor. The staff are just as laid-back and can share
plenty of tips if you’re looking to spend some of your
time away from the adjacent Camber Beach.
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THE CHILTERNS

Made up of nearly two-thirds of farmland, this peaceful region sits
between London and Oxford, but remains surprisingly unexplored. Its
rolling green pastures and vast beech tree woods rank among some
of the finest landscapes in the country, sprinkled with traditional
brick and flint cottages nestled in undisturbed valleys. Clear, sparkling
chalk streams are typical to the region, as are the historic villages and
market towns, safely tucked away among green hills and home to many
authentic holiday boltholes. To top things off, the region offers a superb
selection of pubs and restaurants.
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Best for families: Grove Farm
Sleeps: up to 17 guests
A 45-minute drive from London will take you to this
grand, remote farm, encompassed by wild fields
crawling up the Chiltern Hills. Scenic trails ramble
through beech tree forests and past glassy canals,
and you can put your feet up and gather around the
large stone fireplace after a long walk. Mixing country
chic with art-deco vibes, this sleek spot is the
perfect place to unwind away from the city.

Best for couples: Danesfield House Hotel
Standing among 65 acres of formal gardens with
extensive views over the River Thames and the
Chilterns, this impressive mansion is luxury in rural
paradise. Every room is individually designed with
traditional country house fittings that complement
the grand manicured gardens outside. The spa is
sublime, offering plush facilities such as a 20-metre
pool and indulgent treatments.

Best for the great outdoors: Hartwell House Hotel,
Restaurant & Spa
Encircled by the Vale of Aylesbury, this Grade I-listed
Jacobean and Georgian house makes for an opulent
stay. The estate’s 90 acres of lush gardens and
parkland perfectly complement the spot’s traditional
country house style, kitted out with refined antiques
and paintings. Set in an orangery, the swanky spa is
located in a gorgeous Regency building and offers all
the wellness staples, including a dazzling swimming
pool, spa bath and steam rooms, and a menu of
treatments.
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Why book through Ten?
When the government advises it’s safe to travel,
we will take your preferences and provide you
with a range of suitable options, saving you the
time and stress of doing the research yourself.
We have trade access to booking systems for
private accommodation and you will enjoy
preferential rates, as well as receiving up to £100
off all bookings made through us before 30 June*.
We carry out all due diligence and ensure the
booking policies are clear and flexible (where
possible).
We’ll make sure you’re clear on the booking and
cancellation policies.
Our specialists provide on-the-ground support,
24/7, and can plan every aspect of your getaway.
We will only recommend properties from fully
vetted and trusted suppliers.
UK domestic travel makes up a large proportion of
our members’ travel bookings and our specialists
have been planning and booking UK staycations
for our members for more than two decades.
As a result, we know our members’ favourite
destinations inside-out.
Enjoy exclusive benefits with leading car hire
companies, including Avis, Sixt and Enterprise.

*Ts&Cs apply:
Discount applicable for accommodation bookings only (no
flight-only or car hire)
Minimum spend £900 for £75 discount and £1,500 for £100
discount
Discount will not be incorporated into any refunds if the
booking is cancelled or transferred
Offer valid for new bookings only
Offer redeemable once per member

