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Embraced by a sprawling coastline and made up of wellpreserved ancient woodland, heathland and meandering river
valleys, the New Forest boasts some of England’s most tranquil
spots. Even in peak season it remains quieter than other popular
UK holiday destinations, and its peaceful hamlets and market
towns offer a variety of great places to stay.
Whether you’re a regular visitor or it’s your first time in this
unspoilt region, our specialists are here to plan an unforgettable
holiday for you and your loved ones now that the UK government
has advised it’s safe to travel within the country from 4th July.
We’ll lead you through the verdant forest, make sure you dine on
the region’s best seasonal produce, and find the perfect hotel or
cottage in which you and your family can truly unwind.
We’ve listed a selection of boutique hotels that our members
return to time and again. Given the frequency with which we
book with these hotels on behalf of our members, we have
negotiated special rates and exclusive benefits when making
reservations through us. Many of the properties have said they
hope to reopen in early July now that it has been deemed safe to
travel in England.
If you’d prefer to stay in a self-catered cottage, we can help you
find a bolthole that perfectly suits your needs. No matter your
preferences or budget, we’ll work with you to research and book
your accommodation, and help you find flexible booking policies.
We will also ensure the houses are clean, as well as organise
grocery deliveries, plan day trips and much more.
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THE SIX ESSENTIAL EXPERIENCES

We are on hand to make recommendations that will make your trip
extra special. Take a look at some of our members’ highlights below.

Take a picnic to Buckler’s Hard
Skirting the banks of the Beaulieu River, this peaceful
little haven seems to be frozen in time. The 18thcentury shipbuilding hamlet once provided Nelson’s
navy with its ships, and old brick labourers’ and
shipwrights’ cottages still line the streets running
down to the river. You’ll find a maritime museum
showcasing the village’s proud history, but most
ramblers stop by the scenic spot for its sparkling river
views, which is picture-perfect for a picnic.
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Peddle through the forest
Hop on your bicycle and get peddling. Originally a
royal hunting ground for William the Conqueror, the
tracts of pastureland, heathland and forest were
officially recognised as a national park in 2005. You’ll
find 140 miles of tracks and footpaths zigzagging
through ancient woodland, open moorland and a
string of chocolate-box villages, which house plenty
of traditional country pubs. Hit the brakes when you
reach Bolderwood, the deer sanctuary at the heart
of the park, which also doubles as a beautiful picnic
area.

Lace up your walking shoes for a coastal hike
Besides its lush forest that covers thousands of
acres, you’ll find 40 miles of coastline framing the
New Forest region. Coastal ambles will take you
past a colourful mix of shingle beaches, lagoons,
saltmarshes, mudflats and plenty of wildlife. The
region’s stretches of sand tend to remain under the
radar of keen sunbathers, so you can soak up plenty
of vitamin D in peace. Avon Beach is perfect for a
bucket-and-spade day out, with views across the
Solent and Isle of Wight included.
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Spend a day by the sea at Calshot Beach
This long shingle spit is another tranquil stretch with
colourful beach huts lining the sand. Unfold your
towel and watch boats and impressive cruise liners
glide in and out of the Port of Southampton, while
marvelling at the Solent and the Isle of Wight in the
distance. At the end of the spit, you’ll find King Henry
VIII’s Calshot Castle, and the deep-blue waves are
a popular playground for kite- and windsurfers, and
sailors.

Explore the woods on horseback
With 3,000 New Forest ponies roaming the region’s
diverse landscape, it’s fair to say the national park
offers the perfect backdrop for a relaxing hack. Gallop
along the bridleways that wind through the ancient
woodland, dash across the rolling heathland, toe
the coastal line and keep an eye out for the deer,
ponies, donkeys and pigs trotting around. There are
many stables in the area catering to every experience
level, and those not keen on horseback can opt for a
carriage ride.

Get lost in Exbury Gardens
Created by avid plant collector Lionel de Rothschild a
century ago, this spectacular collection of woodland,
formal, herbaceous and wildflower gardens is a
wonderful place to get lost in. Anthophiles will
recognise rhododendrons, azaleas and camellias
carpeting the green space, while little ones might
be tickled by the koi and golden orfe fish occupying
the Top Pond – they’re always looking to be fed.
Make sure to catch a ride on the steam train cruising
through the gardens.
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WHY I LOVE... THE NEW FOREST

We catch up with Lucy Skillicorn
from Chewton Glen to discover
the regional highlights from a
local’s perspective.

What three words sum up the New Forest for you?
“Enchanting, spacious and beautiful.”
Where’s your favourite place for peace and
reflection?
“Ornamental Drive is simply breathtaking, and Hatchet
Pond is beautiful, especially at sunset. When I want
a long walk, I head to Wilverley Inclosure. I would say
those three locations help me find peace and quiet,
where my mind can wander, but I know where I am.”
What’s your favourite local attraction and why?
“The village of Beaulieu. It’s completely timeless and
beautiful. There’s a classic car garage, roaming ponies,
cows and donkeys, and the river is picture-perfect.”
If it’s someone’s first time in the New Forest, what’s
the one experience they must have?
“In summer, I would recommend visiting Hurst
Castle. It’s great to walk there and get the boat back
to see the coastal views of Hampshire. I would also
recommend visiting the seaside town of Lymington
and, of course, a picnic in the forest. I also love bike
rides from Brockenhurst to Beaulieu; at a certain
point along the trip you’ll even catch a glimpse of the
Isle of Wight on the horizon.
In autumn, I would visit during pannage season to
see the pigs foraging for fallen acorns to prevent our
ponies from eating them (they make them unwell).
In winter, it’s all about walks in the forest when it’s
cold and misty, followed by a warming drink at a local
pub.”

What’s your favourite restaurant in the county?
“Aside from The Kitchen and The Dining Room at
Chewton Glen, I would recommend Pebble Beach,
and The Cliff House at Barton-on-Sea. They are both
outstanding spots for lunch or dinner.”
What about a dining spot that you’d make a special
trip for?
“The Hut in Colwell Bay on the Isle of Wight. It has
a great atmosphere and celebrates the best of the
English seaside.”

And finally, why should someone visit Chewton Glen
in summertime?
“Aside from its beautiful location and even more
beautiful grounds, Chewton Glen is a resort for
everyone. If you’re looking for a romantic retreat, it
offers discretion and indulgence. If you’re looking for a
family break, it offers the space and facilities to keep
everyone entertained. If you’re looking for a place to
visit with friends, it provides social spots all over the
grounds to catch up and have fun.”
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OUR MEMBERS’ FAVOURITE PLACES TO STAY

From five-star tree houses hidden in the woods to seafront hotels with
magnificent views, the New Forest has no shortage of accommodation
options. We’ve pinpointed a small selection of our members’ favourites
– get in touch for reservations and for more suggestions to suit your
needs and budget.

Best for families… Balmer Lawn Hotel
This terracotta-brick bolthole has housed some
big names since the mid-1800s, including General
Eisenhower and Winston Churchill, with documents
adorning the walls reminding guests of its rich history.
Sitting in the heart of New Forest, you’ll find woodland
footpaths snaking up to the villages of Brockenhurst
and Lyndhurst. The staff are superb and professional,
and are more than happy to show you the way to
the squash and tennis courts, swimming pools and
pampering spas.
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Best for couples… Lime Wood
You’ll find this grand Georgian manor sitting at the
end of a long, winding driveway among acres of
landscaped grounds. The interior is just as impressive,
with classic columns and arches, intricate mosaic
tiling, and an enviable art collection on the walls.
Country strolls are best concluded with an excellent
meal at the relaxed Hartnett Holder & Co, and a trip to
the spa for hydrotherapy or a Sarah Chapman facial.
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Best for being close to the sea… The Mayflower
When you look outside your bedroom window,
you’ll be met with sparkling views over the historic
Lymington harbour located at the foot of this
charming, nautical-themed inn, with an outdoor
terrace stretching the views even further to the
Solent. There’s plenty to do in this Georgian port town
– find your sea legs on a yacht outing, stroll along the
sea wall, or traverse New Forest’s ancient woodland
and heathland.

Best for being close to nature… The Cinders
Nestled in the centre of New Forest National Park,
you’ll find nothing but 140 miles of forest trails
and wandering deer in the vicinity of this cottage,
which you’ll have all to yourself. Inside you’ll find a
country-chic interior, decked out with velvet sofas,
light panelled walls and the occasional twinkling
chandelier. Surrounded by nothing but the sounds of
nature and fresh forest air, the picturesque garden is
the perfect spot for an early breakfast.

Best for food and drink… The Pig
Occupying seven acres of lush gardens, this 1900s
mansion feels like a proper rural retreat, even though
Brockenhurst is only a short stroll removed. The
mismatched furniture, wood-burning stoves and
cosy lodges and cabins in the stable yard add to its
rustic charm, but it’s the conservatory-like restaurant
that’s the real focal point. Much of the seasonal
menu comes from the on-site walled garden and
smokehouse, providing the porky bits the place is
renowned for.
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Best for all-out luxury… Chewton Glen Hotel
Home to a world-class spa and award-winning
restaurant, The Dining Room, this traditional ivy-clad
manor comes with all the trappings you’d expect from
a luxury country stay. Skirting New Forest, you’ll find
contemporary tree house suites hidden in the canopy,
while inside, rooms are kitted out with antique
furnishings and modern-day gadgets. Besides the
evident golf and tennis courts, you can get stuck into
archery, buggy riding and duck herding.
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THE TOP FIVE PLACES TO EAT

As restaurants across the region begin to reopen, our specialists are on
hand to recommend the best places to dine and to make reservations
on your behalf. Here are five of our members’ all-time favourites – get
in touch for bookings.

The Pig, Brockenhurst
This shabby-chic spot takes its cue from lush
greenhouses, boasting a conservatory-like interior
with foliage-clad trellises, deep sofas and wellstocked bookshelves, with light seeping in. The chefs
are committed to rearing, foraging and sourcing 80%
of the ingredients within 25 miles of the property –
hence the ever-changing menu. In summer, much of
the fruit and vegetables are grown in the restaurant’s
kitchen garden. Another important supplier is the
on-site smokehouse, which shapes the outpost’s
renowned porcine menu.

The Elderflower, Lymington
Situated on a cobbled street of the Georgian town,
Lymington, this award-winning outpost is all about
good food. Local land and water produce shape the
menu, transformed into playful British dishes with
a bit of French flair. Andrew Du Bourg, formerly of
Chewton Glen and Club Gascon, calls the shots in the
kitchen, while his wife, Marjolaine, will make you feel
at home as soon as you walk through the door.
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The Terrace at The Montagu Arms, Brockenhurst
Situated at the 17th-century The Montagu Arms Hotel,
the surrounding Beaulieu estate is a key supplier
of wild game and other fresh components expertly
transformed into delicious plates by head chef
Matthew Whitfield. Whitfield recently wrapped up
his tenure at Daniel Humm’s Eleven Madison Park,
and now works his magic on New Forest’s produce,
resulting in an enticing menu with surprising flavours
and aromas.
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Harnett Holder & Co at Lime Wood, Lyndhurst
Part of the prestigious Lime Wood hotel, this country
house outpost from Angela Hartnett and Luke
Holder is another stellar establishment, which takes
advantage of New Forest’s abundant produce and
champions self-sufficiency. The sprawling grounds
supply fresh crops, while the on-site smokehouse
facilitates fish and meat, and herbs and mushrooms
are plucked from nearby woodland, resulting in an
intriguing mix of Italian and British flavours.

The Dining Room at Chewton Glen, New Milton
This swanky dining space sits at the heart of the
ivy-clad Chewton Glen Hotel, and serves a menu
completely influenced by the adjoining kitchen
garden. A series of interconnected rooms are
kitted out with huge windows and a conservatory
vibe, allowing picturesque views across the hotel’s
manicured lawns – the perfect scene for head
executive chef Luke Matthews’ English and European
cross-over cuisine.

A staycation guide to the New Forest

Why book through Ten?
We will take your preferences and provide you
with a range of suitable options, saving you the
time and stress of doing the research yourself.
We have trade access to booking systems for
private accommodation and you will enjoy
preferential rates, and receive up to £100 off all
bookings made through us before 31 July*.
We carry out all due diligence and ensure the
booking policies are clear and flexible (where
possible).
We’ll make sure you’re clear on the booking and
cancellation policies.
Our specialists provide on-the-ground support,
24/7, and can plan every aspect of your getaway.
We will only recommend properties from fully
vetted and trusted suppliers.
UK domestic travel makes up a large proportion of
our members’ travel bookings, and our specialists
have been planning and booking UK staycations
for more than two decades.
As a result, we know our members’ favourite
destinations inside-out.
Enjoy exclusive benefits with leading car hire
companies, including Avis, Sixt and Enterprise.
*Ts&Cs apply:
Discount applicable for accommodation bookings only
(no flight-only or car hire)
Minimum spend £900 for £75 discount and £1,500 for
£100 discount
Discount will not be incorporated into any refunds if the
booking is cancelled or transferred
Offer valid for new bookings only
Offer redeemable once per member

