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From the expansive wetlands and wide skies of the north
Norfolk coastline to the working harbours and flint-and-stone
villages of historic Suffolk, the UK’s eastern-most counties offer
holidaymakers a rich tapestry of unspoilt landscapes and a slow
pace of life.
Whether you’re a regular visitor or it’s your first time visiting
this incredible region, our specialists are here to plan an
unforgettable holiday for you and your loved ones when the UK
government advises it’s safe to travel. We’ll lead you to quiet
inlets and make sure you dine on the freshest seafood, and find
the perfect hotel or cottage in which you and your family can
truly unwind.
We’ve listed a selection of the boutique hotels that our members
return to time and again. Given the frequency with which we
book with these hotels on behalf of our members, we have
negotiated special rates and exclusive benefits when booking
through us. Many of the properties have said they hope to reopen
in early July, pending government advice.
If you’d prefer to stay in a self-catered cottage, we can help you
find a bolthole that perfectly suits your needs. From seafront
villas to historic fishermen’s cottages, we’ll work with you to
research and book your accommodation, and help you find
flexible booking policies. We will also ensure the houses are
clean and safe, as well as organise grocery deliveries, plan day
trips and much more.
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NORFOLK: SIX ESSENTIAL EXPERIENCES

We are on hand to make recommendations that will suit your trip when
the time comes. Take a look at some of our highlights below.

Beach day at Wells-next-the-Sea
Tucked away between Holkham Estate and the
National Nature Reserve of Blakeney Point lies this
picturesque harbour town, with sweeping stretches
of sand, colourful stilted beach huts and Corsican
pinewoods touching the coastline. At this idyllic spot,
you’ll find families lining the harbour wall for a spot
of crabbing, scenic trails snaking past the region’s
glistening salt marshes and towering dunes, and seals
basking in the sun on sandbanks.
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Spend the day in Burnham Market
Dubbed “Chelsea-on-Sea” by the locals, this bustling
market town sits just over a mile away from goldensand beaches. Open green spaces are interspersed
with beautiful flint cottages, centred around the
famous Hoste Arms, a historic inn and pub where
Lord Nelson was once a regular. You’ll find first-rate
restaurants, art galleries and cosy boutiques dotting
the town, and a visit to The Hat Shop at Pentney
House – packed with more than 1,000 whimsical
designs – is a must.

Step back in time at Holkham Hall
Enveloped by 25,000 acres of
rolling parkland on the north
Norfolk coast, this grand 18thcentury Palladian hall is steeped
in history. During the summer,
the sprawling grounds transform
into a cultural hotspot, when
the lush walled garden doubles
as an outdoor cinema and
touring theatre troupes deliver
rousing speeches in the verdant
surroundings. Make sure to
soak in the renowned Marble
Hall, where priceless artwork
by Rubens, Van Dyck and
Gainsborough adorns the walls.
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Peddle along Cycle Route 1
Follow Cycle Route 1 to discover the most striking
vistas Norfolk has to offer. Stretching all the way from
Dover to the Shetland Islands, the spectacular stretch
through East Anglia allows you to whizz through
Norfolk’s rolling countryside and sleepy villages, pedal
past old coastal defences and spot colourful birds
bathing in the glittering tidal creeks. History buffs can
follow the footsteps of the Romans along Peddars
Way.

Take a tour of Norwich Cathedral
Dominating the Norfolk skyline, this majestic
structure ranks as one of the county’s most iconic
pieces of architecture. To uncover all its secrets, book
a guided tour that will take you through 900 years of
civil unrest, fire, war and plagues. Stroll through one
of the largest monastic cloisters in England, which
looks spellbinding when the sunlight shines through,
and make sure to stop by in the evening when the
Norwich Cathedral Choir perform Evensong, honouring
a tradition dating back to the 11th century.

Sail the Norfolk Broads
Nicknamed the Venice of the East, the Broads is
a glassy network of rivers and lakes spanning 125
miles. There’s no better way to explore the glittering
waterways than by boat, and we’d advise hitting the
water with a traditional Broads gaffer for an authentic
feel – the crafts are available from local boat- hiring
agencies that also provide induction classes for sailing
novices. Undulating countryside and picturesque
villages stud the waters, perfect for a picnic.

Food & travel guide: Norfolk and Suffolk

SUFFOLK: THE SIX ESSENTIAL EXPERIENCES
From touring the county capital to twitching on wetlands, here are
some of our members’ favourite experiences.

Go birdwatching in Minsmere
With its coastal lagoons, vast woodland, sweeping heath and wetland,
the beautiful Minsmere nature reserve offers a bit of everything,
including the perfect lookout to spot some rare birds. Dust off your
binoculars and keep an eye out for black-and-white avocets rooting
the flat wetland, bitterns scouring the waters for fish, and even the
occasional sneaky otter hiding among the reedbeds.
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Swing through the trees in Thetford Forest
A patchwork of pines, broadleaves and heathland,
Thetford Forest is a woodland sanctuary for spotting
wildlife, picturesque picnics and scenic ambles. Look
up and you’ll find even more adventure hidden in the
canopy. Tiny explorers can strap themselves to mum
and dad as they dangle above the forest floor and
hop around treetops, while slightly more adventurous
souls can find their inner Tarzan by ziplining through
the forest.

Enjoy fish, chips and beer in Southwold
Dubbed Suffolk’s beer town, this quaint seaside spot
does two things very well: fish and chips, and beer.
You’ll find many chippies dotting the coastal retreat,
but the standout is undoubtedly Mrs. T’s, located in
an old boathouse and beloved by locals for its fresh
cod and crispy chips. Every feast should be washed
down with a pint from Adnams Brewery, which has
been spoiling Southwold with the finest ale since
1872.
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Take a tour of quirky Lavenham
Made up of well-preserved, wonky timber-framed
cottages, Lavenham is a medieval gem that belongs
on a postcard. Sitting in the rural heart of Suffolk,
classy tearooms, antique boutiques and colourful
art galleries line the picture-perfect slanted streets,
interspersed with renowned restaurants. Despite its
size, the tiny village packs plenty of culinary prowess,
with leading outposts like The Swan and The Great
House attracting crowds from across the country.

Wander through Abbey Gardens
When you step through the 14th-century Great Gate,
you’ll find a lush botanical haven sprinkled with
the remains of the Bury St Edmunds Abbey. Once
a prominent pilgrimage site, it remains a tranquil
retreat, and bright flora now imbue the stone ruins.
Stroll through the heavenly scented Appleby Rose
Garden, which boasts over 400 rose bushes, and soak
up some botanic history at the Pilgrims Herb Garden,
which grows traditional medicinal plants, a floral nod
to the site’s striking past.

Spend the day on the sand at Lowestoft
Once a prominent fishing port, Lowestoft has
bloomed into a bustling seaside resort, bearing all the
trappings of a coastal escape with its sandy beaches,
Victorian terraces and picturesque promenade. The
Broads sit next door and you can stroll straight from
the busy seafront to a watery wonderland – that
is if you can tear yourself away from the stretches
of sand, which could easily rival its Mediterranean
counterparts on a sunny day.
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THE REGION’S MUST-VISIT SEAFOOD SHACKS

Ash Smoked Fishes in Aldeburgh
The clapboard shack at the edge of
the pebble beach serves oysters,
cockles, prawns, whelks, and so
much more.
www.aldeburghsmokehouse.co.uk

Osborne Bros in Leigh-on-Sea
Housed in an 18th-century stable,
this family run business has been
selling cockles since the 1880s.
www.osbornebros.co.uk

Sole Bay Fish Company in
Southwold
A stone’s throw from the
Southwold-to-Walberswick ferry,
this rustic dining spot serves
seafood landed at the harbour
outside.
www.greatfoodclub.co.uk
Wells Crab House Seafood
Restaurant in Wells-next-the-Sea
Start with a dozen of the
Brancaster oysters, before enjoying
a dressed crab or garlic-butter
lobster with perfectly crunchy fries
and a green salad.
www.wellscrabhouse.co.uk
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OUR MEMBERS’ FAVOURITE BOLTHOLES
IN NORFOLK – FOR TRAVEL

Best for families... The Chequers Inn
Cosy open fires and authentic beamed interiors greet
you when walking through the door of this 16thcentury inn, which sits on Thornham Village’s high
street, lined with traditional chalk-and-flint cottages.
Brancaster and Hunstanton’s sandy beaches are
a short drive away, with a network of meandering
coastal paths, making seaside ambles even more
picturesque. Drive a bit further to find Titchwell
Marsh, where reedbeds, salt marshes and freshwater
lagoons are home to a variety of rare birds and otters.

Best for views... Titchwell Manor Hotel
This Victorian farmhouse has received a striking
makeover, boasting several retro-inspired rooms clad
in colourful prints, bold hues and ‘70s furnishings,
while other spaces boast a more rustic-chic feel. The
manor’s secluded location offers plenty of tranquillity,
reinforced by the Titchwell Marsh Nature Reserve on
the hotel’s doorstep, offering some magnificent vistas
across sandy beaches and freshwater lagoons. Follow
the rambling coastal trails to get up-close with the
Marsh’s diverse wildlife.

Best for beach days... The Ship Hotel
With Brancaster’s golden sweep of sand a short
15-minute stroll away, you’ve easily got relaxed beach
days covered when staying at this traditional Norfolk
pub. Maintaining the original A-frame beams, interiors
have been spruced up elegantly, mixing a stylish
nautical theme with Indian, Moroccan and even Alpine
tweaks. It’s the perfect spot to explore the north and
west side of Norfolk, with stately homes including
Holkham and Houghton Hall just a short trek away.
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Best for the great outdoors... Cliff Manor
Perched above the golden sands of Mundesley Beach,
you can soak up the panoramic sea views enveloping
this grand manor from the comfort of your own
bubble bath sitting on the edge of the property’s
lush garden. A private path leads you straight to the
adjoining beach, and after a day of sandcastles and
paddling, you can unwind in a stunning country home.
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OUR MEMBERS’ FAVOURITE BOLTHOLES IN SUFFOLK

Best for families... The Swan Southwold
Don’t be fooled by its distinctive Georgian facade
– this grand house recently received a thorough
refurb. The result is a sleek metropolitan look with
bold furnishings and copper tweaks, which serve as
a subtle nod to the owner of the hotel – Adnams
Brewery. The hotel shares Southwold’s market square
with the town’s iconic ale and spirits producer, and
you’re more than welcome to pop in for a behindthe-scenes tour. The beach, sprinkled with colourful
beach huts, is just around the corner.

Best for views... Salthouse Harbour Hotel
Occupying an enviable spot on Ipswich’s scenic
waterfront, this boutique hotel boasts picturesque
harbour views. Previously a warehouse, the interior
embraces the building’s maritime heritage, while also
infusing plenty of modernity through contemporary
artworks and bright furniture. Big windows allow the
sparkling waterfront to seep inside, and we’d advise
asking for a front-facing room when booking through
us to make the most of those marina vistas.

Best for beach days... The Ship at Dunwich
Once medieval England’s largest port, the little village
now houses fewer than 200 inhabitants, making it the
perfect destination for a quiet getaway. This ancient
Tudor house sits right on the Suffolk Coast Path,
and you can ramble south to seaside towns such as
Aldeburgh, or venture inland to Dunwich Heath. Its
lavender-covered heathland and spellbinding lagoons
lead to the remote sand and shingle Dunwich beach,
wrapped up in dunes, which make it an idyllic spot.
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Best for the great outdoors... The Barn
Vaulted ceilings, flagstone floors and exposed
beams make up this traditional timber barn, tucked
away in Suffolk’s Wilderness Estate. Surrounded by
endless rolling parkland, you’ll have the place all to
yourself, with a swanky outdoor pool and tennis court
included. Guests are welcome to indulge in fishing,
shooting, buggy rides and scenic hikes, and you’ll find
Suffolk’s beautiful stretch of heritage coastline only a
short drive away.
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THE BEST PLACES TO EAT IN THE REGION

Morston Hall
Holt, Norfolk
It may be set within a 17th-century property, but
Galton Blackiston’s Michelin-starred restaurant
is at the cutting edge of the culinary world. The
dinner menu changes daily, but you can expect a
menu bursting with seasonal local produce, such
as Holkham Hall venison. Lunch is only available on
Sundays and must be booked in advance; however,
breakfast is served every morning until 9.30am and
is popular with hotel guests as well as yacht owners
moored at the nearby quay.

The Gunton Arms
Cromer, Norfolk
Set in 1,000 acres of deer park in the grounds of north
Norfolk’s 18th-century Gunton Hall, this traditional
pub is owned by art dealer Ivor Braka. It has all
the trappings of your average local, but here the
dartboard shares the wall space with Damien Hirst
originals. The open fire in the main dining room serves
two purposes: to warm the room and to cook the
food.

The Neptune Inn
Hunstanton, Norfolk
On first impressions, the ivy-clad coaching inn looks
like most of the old pubs in the area, but the food
stands it apart from the rest. It claimed a Michelin
star in 2009, just two years after Kevin Mangeolles
took over, and has retained the accolade ever since.
Like most top chefs in the region, Mangeolles finds all
his inspiration on his doorstep, and fish weighs heavily
on the constantly shifting menu.
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Wiveton Bell
Holt, Norfolk
There has been a pub on this site opposite Wiveton’s
village green for more than 300 years, and the dining
room and bar is steeped in history. Today, the focus
is on the food, and the contemporary take on classic
British pub grub has earned the restaurant a Michelin
Bib Gourmand. The terrace tables overlooking the
church are perfect for lunch in summer.

Turks Head
Woodbridge, Suffolk
This welcoming gastropub quickly made a name for
itself when it opened in 2015 and is now one of our
members’ most popular dining spots in the area. In
summer, the large al fresco dining area is perfect
for families and the menu makes the most of the
seasonal produce – on Sundays, don’t miss the roast
Sutton Hoo chicken. The Saturday brunches and
Friday night thalis are also excellent.

The Restaurant at The Great House
Lavenham, Suffolk
Situated in the charming medieval village of
Lavenham, known for its well-preserved timber
houses, this outpost stylishly blends original, historic
furnishings with contemporary, sleek touches. A
similar harmony can be found on the menu as classic
French dishes are prepared with Suffolk’s seasonal
larder, resulting in surprising, flavourful combinations.
To experience this, we’d advise ordering the wild
halibut soaked in vanilla foam and served with
rhubarb.
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Maison Bleue
Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk
Don’t let the very French name fool you – despite its
roots, it embodies many traditional elements true
to Suffolk. Originally from Brittany, chef and owner
Pascal Canevet believes there are many similarities
between the English and French regions’ love for
fresh cooking, and his menu merges the two culinary
traditions. French delicacies are prepared using locally
sourced ingredients, infused with inspiration drawn
from the local produce.

Tuddenham Mill
Newmarket, Suffolk
This brick and clapboard mill-house, complete
with original wheel, 53-foot chimney and grinding
machinery, dates back to 1775 and is undoubtedly
one of the most photogenic pieces of architecture
in the county. Its exquisite fare adds to the place’s
charm and while the historic dining room is slightly
better suited to cosy winters, Lee Bye’s superb menu
certainly brings brightness and freshness to the
proceedings.
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Scutchers
Long Melford, Suffolk
This historic manor house has been transformed
into a destination dining spot thanks to chef Nick
Barrett’s dedication to Suffolk’s finest produce. He’s
been behind the stove for nearly 30 years and his
experience shines through the ever-changing menu
of British classics, with particular focus on the sea.
When summer rolls around, keep your eye out for the
turbot or whole-grilled sole.

The Northgate
Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk
With nine guest rooms, this is the most popular
boutique hotel in the county and has a restaurant to
match. Pretty much every ingredient on the menu has
been sourced from Suffolk and Norfolk and, while
the flavour combinations are nothing new, every dish
is perfectly balanced and beautifully presented. This
is a great spot for a casual lunch on the patio or a
romantic dinner in the stylish dining room.
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WHY I LOVE... NORFOLK

We catch up with Norfolk-born
Galton Blackiston, owner and chef
patron of Morston Hall in Holt, to
discover what makes his corner of
north Norfolk so special.

What three words sum up Norfolk for you?

What are your favourite local ingredients?

“I’m going to go for a bit of alliteration – seasons,
skies and sea.”

“Cromer crab is in my opinion the best in the UK. It’s
the sweetest and most succulent there is, and it’s a
must-have if you’re here in spring or summer and you
like shellfish.

Where’s your favourite place for peace and
reflection?
“Well, the joy of Norfolk is that you don’t have to
go very far to find places where there are very few
people. I love the stretch of coast between Cromer
and Brancaster – the coastal walks around there
are beautiful and you will often have the place to
yourself.”

If it’s someone’s first time in Norfolk, what’s the one
experience they must have?
“If the weather’s good and you’ve got children in tow,
you can’t beat a seal-spotting trip around Blakeney
Point. When members are staying at Morston Hall, we
always advise a stroll from the hotel to the villages of
Stiffkey and Wells-next-the-Sea – that’s a very nice
walk.”

What’s your favourite restaurant in the county?
“We’re blessed with some incredible pubs up here in
north Norfolk and The Neptune Inn in Hunstanton is
one of my favourites. I also love Socius in Burnham
Market, which does an eclectic, tapas-style menu.”
And finally, why should someone visit Morston Hall
in summertime?
“This part of the world really is completely unspoilt.
Of course, any stay at the hotel should be focused
around food and you can expect to receive a very
warm welcome. We like to do things properly and
hope that guests leave with a real love for the area.”
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Why book through Ten?
When the government advises it’s safe to travel,
we will take your preferences and provide you
with a range of suitable options, saving you the
time and stress of doing the research yourself.
We have trade access to booking systems for
private accommodation and you will enjoy
preferential rates, and receive up to £100 off all
bookings made through us before 30 June*.
We carry out all due diligence and ensure the
booking policies are clear and flexible (where
possible).
We’ll make sure you’re clear on the booking and
cancellation policies.
Our specialists provide on-the-ground support,
24/7, and can plan every aspect of your getaway.
We will only recommend properties from fully
vetted and trusted suppliers.
UK domestic travel makes up a large proportion of
our members’ travel bookings, and our specialists
have been planning and booking UK staycations
for our members for more than two decades.
As a result, we know our members’ favourite
destinations inside-out.
Enjoy exclusive benefits with leading car hire
companies, including Avis, Sixt and Enterprise.
*Ts&Cs apply:
Discount applicable for accommodation bookings only
(no flight-only or car hire)
Minimum spend £900 for £75 discount and £1,500 for
£100 discount
Discount will not be incorporated into any refunds if the
booking is cancelled or transferred
Offer valid for new bookings only
Offer redeemable once per member

